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but some time ago, at Hampton Court, I picked out the
reason from a dozen persons; and told Sir J[ohn] Holland,
I would lay a wager he would not lose his staff so soon as
he imagined.1 The new Ministry are afraid of too great a
majority of their own side in the House of Commons, and
therefore stopped short in their changes; yet some refiners
think they have gone too far already, for of thirty new
members in the present elections, about twenty-six are
Tories. The Duke of O[rmond] seems still to stand the
fairest for Ireland; although I hear some faint hopes they
will not nominate very soon.2

The ruin of the late party was owing to a great number
and complication of causes, which I have had from persons
able enough to inform me; and that is all we can mean by
a good hand, for the veracity is not to be relied on. The
Duchess of Marlborough's removal has been seven years
working: that of the Treasurer above three, and he was to
have been dismissed before Lord Sunderland. Beside the
many personal causes, that of breaking measures settled
for a peace four years ago, had a great weight, when the
French had complied with all terms, etc. In short, they
apprehended the whole party to be entirely against a
peace for some time, until they were rivetted too fast to
be broke, as they otherwise expected, if the war should
conclude too soon.

I cannot tell, for it just comes into my head, whether
some unanimous addresses, from those who love the
Church in Ireland, or from Dublin, or your Grace and
the clergy, might not be seasonable; or, whether my Lord
Wharton's being not yet superseded may yet hinder it
I forgot to tell your Grace, that the memorial I gave
Mr. H[arley] was drawn up by myself, and was an abstract
of what I had said to him: it was as short as I could make
it; that which you sent being too long, and of another
nature. I dined to-day with Mr. H[arley]; but I must
humbly beg your Grace's pardon if I say no more at
present, for reasons I may shortly let you know.3 In the

1 Supra^ p. 200, n. 2.                           2 Supra^ p. 199, n. I.

3 As appears from, the Journal to Stella (" Prose Works," ii, 26),
Swift had received then an assurance from Harley that his application
was likely to be granted, but he did not tell the Archbishop "a syllable"
of what Harley had said, because Harley had charged him to keep it
secretthe draft "to empower."
